ICD-9 Diagnosis
The total patient sample includes all elective patients with ACF CPT code 22551 and PCF CPT code 22600 extracted from the ACS-NSQIP database, with ICD-9 diagnosis count ≥50. Patients were then excluded if they had an ICD-9 diagnosis code representing reoperation, other device failures or pathology not in the cervical region. Therefore 2,819 subjects were excluded (2,344 ACF and 475 PCF), leaving 14,913 subjects (13,891 ACF and 1,022 PCF). ACF -Anterior cervical fusion; CPT -Common procedural terminology; ICD-9 -International Classification of Diseases, 9 th Revision; PCF -Posterior cervical fusion
